
CITYOFPALMETTO
PLANNINGANDZONINGBOARDMEETING

April16, 2015 – 5:30P.M.  

ElectedOfficialsPresent
RandyIaboni, Chair
LarryDenyes
EveJoy
WilliamPrice, III

ElectedOfficialsAbsent
JonMoore, ViceChair

StaffPresent
ScottRudacille, AssistantCityAttorney
DebraWoithe, CityPlanner
KeraHill, PlanningTechnician

ChairIabonicalledthemeetingtoorderat5:39p.m. Mr. Pricewasnotpresentatthetimethe
meetingstarted.   

AllpersonsintendingtoaddressthePlanningandZoningBoardweredulyswornin.   

1.   PLANNING & ZONINGBOARDAGENDAAPPROVAL

Motion:            ChairIabonimadeamotiontomoveitem # 4toitem # 6, andtomove # 6to
item    # 4ontheAgenda. Ms. Evemoved, Mr. Denyesseconded, andthemotioncarried3-0to
movetheAgendaItems.  

2.   APPROVALOFMEETINGMINUTES                         ( TAB1)  

Motion: Ms. Joymoved, Mr. Denyesseconded, andthemotionedcarried3-0to
approvetheJanuary15, 2015meetingMinutes.  

3.   PUBLICCOMMENT
None
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4.   NewBusiness (Previously # 6ontheAgenda)  
Inrecentmonthstherehavebeentwoelectronicmessagesigns, Pet’sLifeandtheCityGateway.  
Electronicsignsarerequiredaconditionalusepermitincommercialandindustrialareas. Theconditional
usepermitisheardbythePlanningBoardandCityCommissionforapproval. Oneoftherecent
conditionaluseswasforPet’sLife, butitwasdisapprovedthefirsttimeitwenttoCommission. Mr. Burton
withtheCRAinitiatedhavingguidelinesforelectronicsignspriortoapproval.  

Mrs. WoitheworkedwiththeCRAtoestablishtheguidelinesandPet’slifewouldhavetocomeinto
compliancewiththoseguidelines.  ItwasobservedthatthePet’sLifeSigndidn’thaveashighresolution
comparedtotheCityGatewaySign. TheCityCommissionhasdecidedtohavetheCityGatewaysignbe
thesetstandardforelectronicsigns. Mrs. Woithestatedtheresolutionisdeterminedbythepitch; pitchis
thedistancebetweenthepixels. ThepitchforthePet’sLifesignis16andthepitchfortheCityGateway
signis20. Thestandardforthepitchis20orbetter. Thetimingalsoreferredtothedwelltime, whichis
thetimingtovieweachimage. Itwasresearchedandeightsecondsiswhathasbeendecidedshouldbe
thestandard, buthastobestatic. ThesestipulationshavenotbeenimplementedintoCityCodebutcould
beadoptedasguidelinesfortheConditionalUsePermitforelectronicsignsforapproval.    

Mrs. Woithewentovertheproposedguidelinesandstatedthefollowing:  

Onlyoneelectronicsignallowedperlot
Brightnessestablishedandappearstobewithinreason
Displaywasapprovedat16seconds, butwillnowbechangedto7andhalfseconds
Noflashingorscrolling
Nosoundshalladmitfromthesign
Usingsignforemergencymessages
Minimumpitchshallbe20MM

Mr. Denyesexpressedconcernsonelectronicsignsthathe’sobservedacoupleasbeingverybright,  
scrollingandhardtomakeout. Butgladthatwe’relookingintothisearly.   

Ms. Joyaskedifwe’veconsideredwhereandifwewanttolimittheelectronicsigns. Mrs. Woithe
expressedthatshouldbesomethingwelookintoandthataconditionalusepermitisrequiredforthe
sign, butwouldonlybeallowedincommercialdistricts, howeverinthedowntownguidelineselectronic
signsareprohibitedintheoldMainStreetarea.    
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5. OldBusiness
None

Mr. Priceenteredthemeetingat5:47PM

6.  ORDINANCE2015-04 (D.WOITHE) (Previously # 4ontheAgenda) ( TAB2)   
ANORDINANCEOFTHECITYOFPALMETTO, PROVIDINGFORFINDINGSOFFACT; REZONING
ANDAFFIRMINGZONINGOFAPPROXIMATELY7.34ACRESOFPROPERTYGENERALLY

THLOCATEDSOUTHOFSNEADISLANDROAD (AKA13 STREETWEST), ANDWESTOFTHE
SNEADISLANDCUTOFFCHANNELAT4307SNEADISLANDROADWESTFROMCOUNTYZONING
DESIGNATIONR1-BTOCITYZONINGDESIGNATIONOFGENERALCOMMERCIAL (GC);  
PROVIDINGFORREPEALOFORDINANCESINCONFLICT; PROVIDINGFORSEVERABILITY;  
PROVIDINGFORANEFFECTIVEDATE (CITYINITIATED, OWNER: BRADENTONYATCHCLUB,  
INC., PID# 2931700059/APPROXIMATELY7.34ACRES.)  

ChairIaboniremovedhimselffromvotingontheitem, duetoconflictinginterests.   

Recentapplicationshavecomethrough; oneofthemisforTheManateeRiverPramFleetsailing
program. Theirproposingtobuildanewbuildingandtoabandontheoldbuildingonthesoutheastsideof
theproperty; adockpermitcamethroughaswellandwillbebuiltwiththePramshelter. Mostofthe
propertyiszonedCG (businessandlightcommercial) butwhenreviewingthepermitapplicationsstaff
foundthatthattherewasasectionmissingontheGISdigitalmap. Mrs. Woitheexplainedthatthisisnot
reallyarezone, butthattheywereunabletofindanyofficialdocuments toshowassignedzoning.  
However, thepropertyhasalwaysbeentreatedasCGsincethetimeitwasannexedin1988. Staffeven
consideredtreatingthisasascrivenererror, butitwasrecommendedbytheCityAttorneytodoarezone.  
TheprocessstartedwithafirstreadonMarch16, 2015throughCityCommission, ifapprovalisgivenat
thismeetingitwouldthencontinuetoCityCommissiononApril20, 2015forfinalapproval.   

AGISdigitalmapdatedin2010showedtheeasternportionoftheBradentonYachtclubaszonedCG,  
thewesternportionwasn’t. BeforethepropertywasannexedintotheCity, ManateeCountyhadthe
propertyzonedasR1-Bandwenttothewest, whichisCitypropertyandisattheedgeoftheCitylimits.  
ThepropertytothewestisresidentialandisoutsideCitylimits. Whenreviewingpreviousmaps, there
weretwoparcelsthatmadeuptheproperty, andwasshownasyachtcluboneandyachtclubtwo. When
thedigitalmapswerecreated, appearsthatthewestportionoftheyachtwasmissed. Thereweretwo
pagesthatwouldshowthewholeproperty, appearsthatthefirstpageiswhatwasassignedazoning
destinationandthatpage2appearedtobeoverlooked. In2010thewholelotwasunifiedforthefuture
landusedesignationasGCOM (GeneralCommercial).   

TheuseoftheBradentonYachtclubisexpectedtocontinueindefinitely. Thepropertywaspurchasedin
1966andthebuildingwasbuiltshortlythereafter1968, thenin1988theyannexedthelandintotheCity,  
afterthattheybuiltthecurrentbuildingthatiscurrentlybeingused. Morerecentlythelandhasbeen
furtherdeveloped, withtheassumptionthatthepropertyhadCGzoning.   

Basin, tenniscourts, tiki-hut, swimmingpool, youthsailingprogrametc. andhavebeenpermittedthrough
theCityasCommercialGeneral; nothingcameuponthewesternpart, wherethezoningwasmissingon
themap.    
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Mrs. Woithewentontoexplainthatthecodeofordinancesallowsustomakechangestoourzoning,  
correctingamanifesterror, andtherearefourconsiderationsthathastobemet:  

1. Needandjustification
Thereisaneedtoformalizeazoningthatappearstonotbeformallyassignedazoningdistrict.  

2. Theeffectofthechange
Thereshouldnotbeanyeffect; thepropertyhasbeenoperatingasCommercialGeneral.  

3. TheamountofundevelopedlandinthegeneralareaandintheCitywiththesamezoning
InWesternPalmetto, therecurrentlyisn’tmuchcommercialgeneral. AnyvacantCommercial
GeneralintheeasternpartisbeingtargetedbytheCRAandisfunctioningseparately.  

4. RelationshiptotheComprehensivePlan
CommercialGeneralisconsistentwiththezoning.   
AmendmentmaybeinitiatedbytheZoningAdministratororotherstaff.   

TheCityhasdecidedtoinitiate theRezonetocorrecttheerrorandnotmaketheownertakeonthe
responsibility. Itisstaff’srecommendationtoadoptordinance2015-04.  

Mr. Priceforeseesadjacentownersnotwelcomingtheproposeddock. Mrs. Woithedidmentionthat
whenitcomestothepermitprocess, thataslongasthesetbacksaremet, thatpublicapprovalwouldn’t
berequired. Mrs. Woithestatedwehaven’treceivedanypubliccomplaintsregardingtherezoningofthe
property. Therewasaneighborwhoaskediftherewasanyotherzoningdistrict designationthatthe
propertycouldbezonedfor. Therewasanotherzoningdesignationthatwasresearchedandthatcouldfit
anditwasCN (NeighborhoodCommercial) butitwouldn’tallowmarinas, restaurants ordrinking
establishments. Thosearethecategoriesamongthatthebusinesshasoperatedassinceitwas
established. CGiswhatfits, CHI (heavycommercialandlightindustrial) wouldfit, butthatwouldn’tbea
goodfitfromtheneighbor’sperspective.   

Nomembersofthepublicwerepresentatthemeeting.  

Motion:             Mr. Denyesmoved, Ms. Joyseconded, andthemotioncarried2-1. Mr. Pricewas
opposedandChairIabonirefrainedfromthevote.  
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Mrs. WoithementionedthattheCitynowhastwonewcodeenforcementofficersandwewillbestepping
uptheexpectationsofbusinessesandhomeowner.   
ShealsoexplainedthattheCitywillbehavingabeautificationproject. ThecontestisinwhichtheCity
givesrecognitiontobusinessesorresidentialpropertiesthathavemademinorchangestotheirhomeor
business. Thecurbappealcontestmaybecomeaquarterlyeventandtherewillbesomeflyersgoing
around. They’llbeworkingwiththecommunityondonationstohelpwiththeprogram. Lookingforthose
propertiesthatdoalittlesprucingupwithmakingthehedgeslooknice, addingsomeflowersandjust
takingprideinwhatyouhave.   

Ms. JoyaskedaboutthestatusoftheOlympiaTheaterandthefencingissues. Mrs. Woithestatedthat
theconstructionfencewaslessattractivethanthecurrentfence, buttheunderstandingistocompletethe
designofthenewfenceandthencomeinforapermit. CodeEnforcementistakingthenextstepin
formalizingandestablishingatimeline. Mrs. Woitheexplainedthatit’snotbeingignoredorintentionally
letgo.   

ChairIaboniadjournedthemeetingat6:21PM

Minutesapproved: July16, 2015


